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Do Canadian researchers support the creation of a
national data archive to co-ordinate the preservation of
Canadian research data?

Do Canadian researchers support the need for archiving
research data in aid of teaching and learning?

*Will a more stringent compliance requirement to the
SSHRC data archiving policy affect the grant/funding
seeking behaviour of Canadian researchers?

*Are there impediments to achieving a comprehensive
data archiving program in Canada?



Random sample of 173 SSHRC grant recipients from the
2004-2005 fiscal year

*Researchers from all 10 provinces represented
*Response: 75 researchers

*Response rate: 43.3%



*41% indicated they had current plans to archive their
research data

*Of these, only 18.7% identified an established data
archive as a deposit site for their data.

*72% were not aware of SSHRC’s mandatory data
archiving policy for all grant recipients

*90% were not aware that Canada is a recent signatory to
the OECD declaration on access to publicly funded data



Archival planning by SSHRC policy awareness

Aware of SSHRC Aware of SSHRC

Current plans to Total
policy-yes policy-no
archive data
Number % Number % %
Yes 14 42.4 19 57.6 100.0
No 7 16.7 35

@100.0

N=75



Mandatory archive policy by access to archived data

Agree with mandatory Agree with mandatory
Access to archived archiving - yes archiving —no/undecided
data Number % Number %
Public access 17 70.8 15 35.7
Limited access 7 29.2 27 64.3
Total 24 100.0 42 100.0

N=66



e|ln 2001 - 60% favoured a national data archive
- 39% analyzed data created by others
e|n 2006 - 69% favoured a national data archive

- 48% analyzed data created by others

«86.7% would not alter their grant-seeking behaviour
if SSHRC enforced its data archiving policy



sLack of knowledge of government agreements & policies
*Ethical considerations/access by others

*Ethics board rules

«Confidentiality

*Cost of preparing data for archiving — who pays

*No current national data archive or data archive program
In existence in Canada



Next steps

sIncrease communication between governments/agencies
& researchers

*Review ethics boards rules vs. government/agency
policies

sEstablish national data archive program

sEstablish national data archiving standards & protocols
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