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Privacy Advocacy and Activism

SSHRC-funded comparative study 2004-2007:

1)
2)
3)

4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

What does it mean to be a privacy advocate?
What makes a privacy advocate?

Do they have understand and “frame” the privacy
Issue?

In what groups do they operate?

What kind of politics do they engage in?
What are their resources?

How do they “network”?

Can this network become a “social movement”?



A few assumptions

» Globalization of personal data

« A proliferation of policy instruments
— Regulatory Instruments

— Self-Regulatory Instruments
» Commitments
» Codes
» Standards
» Seals

— Technological Instruments
» Systemic
» State-Directed
» Instruments for Individual Empowerment (PETS)

— Transnational Instruments

* Increased frequency of resistance to
survelillance practices



Privacy Advocacy Perspectives

* Privacy-Centric

e Civil Liberties

« Human Rights

e Consumer Protection
« Digital Rights

e The “Single Issue”

— Particular technology
— Type of information
— Vulnerable people

— Business sector



The Privacy Advocacy Network

Privacy Marginal Groups

Privacy Explicit Groups

N\
Privacy Centric Groups
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Advocate Types

The Advocate-Activist

The Advocate-Researcher
The Advocate-Consultant
The Advocate-Technologist
The Advocate Journalist
The Advocate-Artist



The Politics of Privacy Advocacy

Information Politics

e Symbolic Politics

Accountability Politics

Leverage Politics

— Margaret Keck and Katheryn Sikkink,
Activists Beyond Borders
(Cornell Press, 1998)



Characteristics of the Network

Segmentary : Many diverse groups which grow
and die, divide and fuse, proliferate and contract

Polycentric : Multiple, temporary and sometimes
competing leaders or centers of influence

Networked : loose, open-ended, multiple linkages,
spontaneous

Meaning:

— Network can reach objectives without the prerequisites of
group aggregation

— Network can witness and ‘Spotlight’ from a distance

— The Strength of “Thin Ties’

— The Importance of ‘Traveling Evangelists’



