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CTF Action Plan
Adopted by CTF Board of Directors

November 2007

Two-pronged approach:

Countering Cyberbullying
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Two-pronged approach:

1- Education and Research
2- Protection



Policy Development
Draft policy approved by CTF Board of Directors 

(April 2008) and subject to approval at CTF 

Countering Cyberbullying

3

(April 2008) and subject to approval at CTF 
Annual General Meeting (July 2008)
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Countering Cyberbullying

Policy speaks to what CTF believes 
should be appropriate responses to 
this issue:

Guiding principles;
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Guiding principles;
- Safe schools; 
- Freedom of expression; 
- Education as tool.



Countering Cyberbullying

Roles and Responsibilities:
- students
- teachers
- parents
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- schools
- teacher organizations
- ministries of education
- federal and provincial/territorial gvts



Countering Cyberbullying
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Over 65,000 in circulation

Between January and June 2008
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Countering Cyberbullying
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Countering Cyberbullying

Education and Research

Students Experienced being Cyberbullied

• 21% were cyberbullied
• Girls more likely to report being cyberbullied than boys
• 27% were called names or made to feel bad once or more 
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• 27% were called names or made to feel bad once or more 
• 19% have had rumours spread about them once or more 
• 18% had someone pretending to be them once or more



Countering Cyberbullying

CTF Meeting with 
Faye Mishna, 

CyberRisk Work 
Group to

developing 
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developing 
resources with 

partners



Countering Cyberbullying

Education and Research

Survey of Teachers, Teachers’ Aids, and Principals
277 educators - 74% female and 26% male

• 20% felt threatened or harassed online
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• 20% felt threatened or harassed online
• 48% feel their ability is good at school to monitor and shelter students 

from inappropriate Internet material
• 97% agree that cyberbullying is a problem
• 74% have heard about more than one incidence of cyberbullying



Countering Cyberbullying

Shaheen Shariff
2007 McGill survey 

June 12 book launch:
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June 12 book launch:
Cyber-Bullying: 

Issues and Solutions for the School, 
the Classroom and the Home



CSQ teacher poll on cyberbullying 
CROP poll conducted 

February 2008 of 1,200 Quebec teachers
Findings released April 2008

27 % of teachers polled knew at least one 
person in school who had been 

cyberbullied

Countering Cyberbullying
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cyberbullied

• 45 % of targets are students
• 40 % of targets are teachers
• 38 % of targets are students in the 

classes of the teachers polled



Countering Cyberbullying

CTF publications

• Bullying in the Digital Age: Using Technology to Ha rass Students and 
Teachers - PD Perspectives – Fall 2007

• Confronting FaceBook, YouTube and MySpace: Cyberbul lying in Schools 
- Economic and Member Services Notes – Nov./Dec. 2007
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- Economic and Member Services Notes – Nov./Dec. 2007

• RCMP Partners with Schools to Combat Cyberbullying -
Economic and Member Services Notes – February 2008

• Special issue dedicated to Cyberbullying -

«Vision» e-newsletter - February 2008



2008 CTF
National Issues in Education Poll

Countering Cyberbullying
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Cyberbullying Questions
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How Familiar are You with the Term "Cyberbullying"?
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Canadians’ knowledge of cyberbullying targets

8%

9%

19%

34%

Family Members

Close Friends

Any Elementary-Secondary School

Any Elementary-Secondary School
Students in Your Community

Teachers in Your Community
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Yourself
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Share of Canadians Surveyed Who Believe Four Select ed 
Measures are Effective to Prevent Cyberbullying by Students

27%
40%

38%
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96%

Share of Canadians surveyed who think the school bo ards should 
develop and enforce policies that hold their studen ts accountable 

Share of Canadians surveyed who think school boards  should hold
students accountable when the cyberbullying origina tes outside the

when they are identified as cyberbullies
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69%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

students accountable when the cyberbullying origina tes outside the
school, such as from the student’s home
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Protection

Countering Cyberbullying
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CTF meeting with CMEC  – February 7, 2008
– Outlined CTF strategy and plan of action
– Proposed provincial/board level legislation and 

Provincial and Territorial

Countering Cyberbullying
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policy development
– CTF invited to meet with Deputy Ministers of 

Education
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Federal

Countering Cyberbullying
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Countering Cyberbullying

CTF Submission:

- support for public
awareness campaigns;

- rating of film and video
games;
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games;
- Criminal Code of
Canada;

- new legislation to
protect students and
teachers.



Countering cyberbullying
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Bully video game - March 4, 2008

– Call for boycott of game
– Over 4-million teachers in USA, Caribbean, UK, 

Australia, Canada and Korea and endorsed by 

Countering cyberbullying
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Australia, Canada and Korea and endorsed by 
Education International

– National and international media attention
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CTF Submission to the 
Standing Committee on 

Canadian Heritage, 
Bill C327

Federal

Countering cyberbullying
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Bill C327
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CTF addressed not only issue of violence on TV, 
but also threats, bullying and violence through all 

communications media.



Countering cyberbullying
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Countering cyberbullying
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United Kingdom



Countering cyberbullying

Western Australia
-March 2008: $400,000 government funding towards a 
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-March 2008: $400,000 government funding towards a 
five-year study in cooperation with the Edith Cowan 
University’s Child Health Promotion Research Centre 

-Study is international first and includes State-wide Cyber 
Summit to be held in September 2008.



Countering cyberbullying

• Involves 49 states (except for Texas) and federal
government; 
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government; 

• Allows parents to block their children’s accounts; 

• Severs links between accounts and porn sites; 

• Allows for creation of private «high school» section for
users under 18



Countering cyberbullying

“Cyberbullying is a topic that is of great interest to me, 
and I share the CTF’s concerns about 

its growing prevalence”

Ann Cavoukian, Ph.D., Commissioner, Information and Privacy 
Commissioner/Ontario
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Commissioner/Ontario

• IPC Ontario
– Youth Privacy Online – September 4, 2008



Think Critically, Act Ethically:
inside and outside of the classroom.

November 3-7, 2008

Future plans

Countering cyberbullying
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A week initiated by CTF in cooperation with 
the Media Awareness Network
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Questions
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Questions
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